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FUTURE BATTERY INDUSTRY STRATEGY 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [2.07 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I stand today 
to deliver an update on the progress of the state’s future battery industry strategy. Since the launch of the strategy on 
31 January, the government has been focused on achieving economic growth, diversification and job creation in the 
state’s burgeoning future battery industry. The government has been liaising closely with industry and research 
organisations to deliver tangible outcomes across the strategy’s action themes of investment attraction, project 
facilitation, research and technology sector development, and adoption of battery technologies. Highlighting the 
state’s comparative advantages is paramount to the strategy’s success. To this end, the government has been facilitating 
in-bound and out-bound delegations to actively promote investment in the state’s future battery industry; producing 
market-specific investment attraction strategies for priority markets including Europe, the United States, East Asia, 
China and India; and engaging with industry representatives in mining, downstream processing, chemical manufacturing, 
construction, energy and the unions to ensure the strategy responds to industry needs both locally and overseas. 
The government has also been actively supporting local industry by funding 13 battery minerals explorers through 
round 19 of the state’s exploration incentive scheme; releasing a future battery industry round of the local capability 
fund to provide small to medium–sized businesses with the opportunity to participate as suppliers of products and 
services related to downstream activities in the lithium-ion battery industry; developing a funding assistance 
register to make it easier for battery industry proponents to access state and commonwealth funding assistance; 
and, facilitating new entrants establishing diverse downstream processing projects involving graphite and high 
purity alumina within the state’s strategic industrial areas. 
The state government, through the Minerals Research Institute of Western Australia, is also channelling its strong 
commitment to research and technology sector development by contributing $6 million to the Future Battery 
Industries Cooperative Research Centre and through membership on the International Energy Agency’s 
Critical Raw Materials for Electric Vehicles program. The state government is also leading by example on the 
uptake of battery technologies through the installation of energy storage systems, including standalone power 
systems and micro-grids, particularly in the regions. Major achievements through the implementation of the future 
battery industry strategy are paving the way for more investment and greater participation in downstream, 
value-add activities such as manufacturing of cathode active materials or battery components.  
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